MEETING MINUTES : Academic Affairs Committee (09/06/2011)
Welcomed members to the Academic Affairs 1st Committee Meeting of the semester and members introduced themselves.
Encouraged members to run for Senate positions
Upcoming Events: Fall Retreat (Senators), Senate bi-weekly meetings, Committee Dinner later in the semester
Went on to explain projects for the semester and discussion began.
TA Evaluations - It would allow students evaluate their TA’s by mid-term. The purpose would be to give their TA’s and professors constructive feedback in order to improve performance for the remainder of the semester 
Syllabi upload – The Registrar’s office would provide a resource to allow professors upload their syllabus / course material during the class registration stage.
Advising Fair (Advising) – Undergrads would be afforded the opportunity to meet faculty and advisors in a less formal setting. Could have fun activities/ games with them and would be provided with free food.
Public Speaking – Possibly get Communication/Public Speaking classes as a General Education requirement.
Peer Academic Link – A way of getting students perspective of what your years in a major would be like and making it available for students to see. Could be very beneficial to freshmen and students with undecided majors. Upper-classmen put info like Name, School, Year, Major(s), Favorite thing about the Major (department),  Major classes taken so far and other campus, Favorite class/professor and Internship or Research related to their Major.
MSDN for all majors – It’s a resource that allows you download software for free. Right now it’s only open to CS majors.
Art Classes/Shimer/VanderCook - We have been working with Shimer and the IIT registrar’s office in order to have Shimer classes more accessible for IIT students to register. We are looking to continue with this project.
GOAL FOR NEXT WEEK
By next week the assignment of tasks would have been sorted out. Ideally, there should be 2-3 people per project but it all depends on the nature of the project.
 I am going to schedule meetings with each of the groups.
